by several on the metabolic role of glucagon in normal and diabetic subjects which break little new ground. The mechanism of hypoglycaemia in mesodermal tumours seems as unclear as ever. The neural control of pancreatic function may be important, but no coherent pattern has yet emerged. The hormonal physiology of pregnancy and of the fetus and newborn receive good coverage but have been the subject of several more comprehensive recent monographs. There are interesting papers on the heterogeneity of hormone production by islet tumours and alcohol-induced hypoglycaemia.
This book is an unstructured collection of papers, the only obvious pattern being that the short ones are at the end. There is no reported discussion, which is to be regretted. As must always be the case in such a book, most of the material is available elsewhere but the volume would be an extremely useful addition to the library of anyone specially interested either in the metabolic role of glucagon or in endocrine and metabolic aspects of pregnancy and the newborn.
NIGEL OAKLEY

Consultant Physician St James & St George's Hospitals, London
Textbook of Radiotherapy. 3rd edn G H Fletcher (ed) pp 959 £27.50 London: Henry Kimpton 1980 Since its first appearance fifteen years ago, Fletcher's Radiotherapy has established itself as the leading radiotherapy textbook, and this new edition has been eagerly awaited. It is over a fifth larger than its predecessor and has been very thoroughly revised. It has obviously been a major undertaking to reflect all the changes that have taken place in oncological ideas and practice in the seven years that have elapsed since the previous edition, and there are several new sections. Some chapters have been completely rewritten, including the one on basic principles which now contains a new radiobiological section. This reflects the better correlation that has developed between radiobiology and the basic parameters of radiotherapy, and the chapter forms an excellent review of the subject. The time factor is discussed in depth, and there are also useful sections on hyperfractionation and the use of hyperthermia. It is disappointing, however, that there is so little mention of whole body irradiation. The place of radiotherapy in early breast carcinoma has become more controversial than ever, and this is well covered in the new edition. The whole chapter on breast cancer is much enlarged, and the section on treatment techniques has been expanded and very well illustrated. The inadequate account of Hodgkin's disease in the previous edition has been much improved, and includes useful sections on lymph node anatomy, bone marrow distribution and radiation dosage.
Handsomely produced arid beautifully illustrated, this new edition will be enthusiastically received by all radiotherapists.
J N GODLEE
Radiotherapy Department University College Hospital, London
Occupational Health Practice. 2nd edn R S F Schilling (ed) pp 630 £18 Sevenoaks : Butterworths 1981 The first edition of Schilling's 'Occupational Health Practice' appeared in 1973and has become the preferred textbook for postgraduates entering occupational medicine. There have been reprints in 1975 and 1977. The second edition contains contributions from 22 authors who include the Director General and Chief Medical Officer of WHO. Over a third of the authors hold or have held appointments at The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Almost half the 25 chapters have been rewritten and there has been extensive revision of the remainder of the book. The clarity and authority of the text establishes 'Schilling' as the standard work for both study and reference. It will continue to satisfy the needs of both those who are entering a training in occupational health as well as those who are experienced practitioners in the field.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
Recent Advances in Sexually Transmitted Diseases, vol 2. J R W Harris (ed) pp 281 £18.00 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1981 This book is an excellent source of reference for those interested in the latest work in the field of sexually transmitted diseases. It is a series of review articles by experts from the United Kingdom and overseas summarizing work on the subject since the last edition of the book was published five years ago. There has been a great deal of new work published during this time and there are references to over one thousand articles. There is particularly full coverage of the clinical and laboratory aspects of chlamydial infection, mycoplasmal infection of the genitourinary tract and of gonorrhoea. Basic work on the immunological response to infection with Treponema pallidum and its relevance to the search for active immunization is covered.
There are chapters on Reiter's disease, chancroid, lymphogranuloma venereum, Corynebacterium vaginale infection, hepatitis B.
Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 74 November 1981 859 scabies, pediculosis pubis, 'genital warts, candidiasis, herpes genitalis, enteric pathogens and group B streptococci. As this book includes many infections which may be transmitted by sexual contact, but are not neccessarily or even usually so transmitted (e.g. candidiasis, hepatitis B and scabies) it would be sensible to entitle the next edition 'Sexually Transmissible Diseases'. The possibility of sexual transmission of these infections in an individual case is of interest and at times important; the assumption, implicit in the term 'sexually transmitted diseases', that transmission is always sexual is highly misleading. This is a book for the specialist but it will be of interest to others in related subjects such as gynaecology and dermatology.
J R SEALE
Formerly Consultant Physician St Thomas' and Middlesex Hospitals
Living with Radiation. 2nd edn National Radiological Protection Board pp 48 50p London: HMSO 1981 The National Radiological Protection Board has set out to produce a cheap booklet giving essential information for the general reader and has succeeded admirably. Basic atomic theory and concepts of emission and absorption of radiation with definitions and dose units will be heavy going for the newcomer to the subject, but subsequent sections convey concepts and philosophies clearly with a remarkable amount of up-to-date detail. Sources of natural and artificial radiation, the medical profession's 20% contribution to the total, radiation effects on man, dose-risk relationship and the principles of radiation protection, including the application of cost-benefit analysis to protection measures, are clearly described. Separate sections on nuclear reactors' methods of disposal of nuclear waste will contribute informed truth to current controversies. Bibliography, .glossary and appendices on notation and radiation units complete the book. There is no index.
This booklet should be prescribed basic reading for all involved in radiation work, particularly industrial, scientificand medical radiation hazards and their avoidance, and should be retained for handy frequent reference. It is also recommended that all doctors referring their patients for investigations involving radiation should at least glance at Chapters 4 and 5 on artificial sources of radiation and their effects. The booklet is beautifully produced, well laid out and cheap, but is more of a desk pamphlet than a shelf book.
PM BRETLAND
Editorial Representative
Section of Radiology Oral pathology may appear an esoteric discipline yet, as this book shows, it forms an important bridgehead between dental and medical science. Though the nature, detection, treatment and prevention of premalignancy in oral epithelia is an area of specialist concern, the principles involved are of general interest and have wide-ranging implications. Even so, it was a bold' step to organize a multidisciplinary symposium on the subject, and one that is amply justified by the scope and elegance of the published end product. Virology' is devoted entirely to the methods used in virus study and research, including those of human, plant, insect and bacterial viruses. Seven chapters are written by seven separate authors which describe the biophysical methods used in virus research, the use of the electron microscope, the study of structure based on X-ray and neutrons, serological methods, the interaction of viruses with various chemicals and two chapters on photobiology. All the authors are recognized authorities in their field and the accounts are presented clearly and lucidly. A reader consulting a book on methodology is concerned with several questions: what procedures are available for the particular
